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Sir Kenelm Digby presented every one of us his (< Dis-
course of the Vegetation of Plants*; and Mr. Henshaw, his
<( History of Saltpeter and Gunpowder.w I assisted him
to procure his place of French Secretary to the King,
which he purchased of Sir Henry De Vic.

I went to that famous physician, Sir Fr. Prujean, who
showed me his laboratory, his workhouse for turning,
and other mechanics; also many excellent pictures, espe-
cially the Magdalen of Caracci; and some incomparable
pay sages done in distemper; he played to me likewise on
the polytkore, an instrument having something of the harp,
lute, and theorbo; by none known in England, nor de-
scribed by any author, nor used, but by this skillful and
learned Doctor.

15th August, 1661. I went to Tunbridge-Wells, my wife
being there for the benefit of her health. Walking about
the solitudes, I greatly admired the extravagant turnings,
insinuations, and growth of certain birch trees among the
rocks.

13th. September, 1661. I presented my ^Fumifugium^ *
dedicated to his Majesty, who was pleased that I should
publish it by his special commands, being much gratified
with it.

18th September, 1661. This day was read our petition
to his Majesty for his royal grant, authorizing our Society
to meet as a corporation, with several privileges.

An exceedingly sickly, wet autumn.

ist October, 1661. I sailed this morning with his
Majesty in one of his yachts (or pleasure boats), vessels
not known among us till the Dutch East India Company
presented that curious piece to the King; being very ex-
cellent sailing vessels. It was on a wager between his
other new pleasure boat, built frigate-like, and one of
the Duke of York's; the wager ^100; the race from
Greenwich to Gravesend and back. The King lost it
going, the wind being contrary, but saved stakes in re-
turning. There were divers noble persons and lords on
board, his Majesty sometimes steering himself. His
barge and kitchen boat attended. I brake fast this
morning with the King at return in his smaller vessel,
he being pleased to take me and only four more, who

*Thls pamphlet having become scarce, was in 1772 reprinted in 4to,
and is now incorporated in Evelyn's <( Miscellaneous Writings.5* witMrawing-room to his bedchamber.rs, and the sword; a prayer beingonish captivity; nor and mine
